Genomic sources of regulatory variation in cis and in trans.
Regulatory variation results from genetic changes with both cis and trans acting effects on gene expression. Here I describe the types of genetic variants that alter cis and trans regulation and discuss differences in the potential for cis and trans changes among different classes of genes. I argue that the molecular function of the protein encoded by each gene and how the gene is wired into the genomic regulatory network may influence its propensity for cis and trans regulatory changes.